


Shadow was one of an accidental litter of 
12 puppies, born on March 25, 2013, in Central 

California.  The  family could not find homes for all the puppies, which is when they 
got in touch with Bay Area Rescue Keeshonden (BARK). 

He  was fostered  with  an amazing family and their dogs.  He was socialized, taught 
basic commands, and discovered his love for bananas! He  found his forever home  
and moved to Santa Cruz, California, on August 2, 2013.  

Shadow’s favorite place is the beach.   He  loves  water, fetch, sleeping upside down, 
chasing his tail,  and playing tag with his  adopted  sister, Bailey.  Shadow’s favorite 
word is “kibbles”. His biggest dislike would have to be the trashcans on trash day. 
He is goofy, playful, loyal, and a great snuggle bug.  You can never have a bad day 
when he is around.  His nickname is “Squishers”, since he is so big yet so small and 
very “squish-able”!!  
 
For a while, he couldn’t figure out where on the bed could work as his spot. He tried 
to sleep at our side, but we moved too much. He tried to sleep on top of the 
pillows, but that was too warm. He tried to sleep at the foot of the bed, but Bailey 
slept there. Finally, we put a dresser at the end of the bed with a padded blanket on 
top... He finally found his perfect spot. A spot just for him, a place where he can be 
on top and keep guard.  
 
Shadow has brought us so much joy and laughter. We are so grateful to have him in 
our lives.

 
- Jennifer Chu, Santa Cruz, California

Our Cover Boy!

Nickname: Squishers
Rescued by: BARK

Born: March 25, 2013
Gotcha Day: Aug. 2, 2013

Favorite things: the beach, 
sleeping upside down, chasing 

his tail, playing tag with Bailey
Loved by: Jennifer Chu 

Packmate: Bailey

Shadow Chu



Nominees!Our 2015 Calendar

to all who submitted entries 
for the 2015 calendar!
It was a tough decision process with so many 
gorgeous keeshonden to choose from. 

A–1: Barney Stoddard
A–2: Belle Mueller
A–3: Bitsy Yagecic
A–4: Blue Brueggeman
A–5: Charlie Foster

B–1: Deja Vu Klein
B–2: Emmy Cowan
B–3: Erica Cowan
B–4: Frank McClellan
B–5: Fuzzy Rudavicius

C–1: Jasper Quindlen
C–2: Kaity Howell
C–3: Keester Weishner
C–4: Kelcey McClellan
C–5: Lady Riga Cowan

D–1: Ladybird & El Cyd Holden
D–2: Lambert Walt
D–3: Manny Ruiz
D–4: Maryka Cowan
D–5: Mr. Jiggs Trembley

E–1: Nicholas Rosengreen
E–2: Quincy Richardson
E–3: Remmy Wynne
E–4: Rocky Message
E–5: Rose McClellan

F–1: Sasha & Balto Sanchez
F–2: Shadow Burstiner
F–3: Smokey Davis
F–4: Sunshine Rosengreen

as organized by row and column number:

Thank 
You! 
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Jazz Deegan was rescued by Keeshond Rescue 
Ontario. She was among hundreds of dogs seized in a

puppy mill raid near Shawville, Quebec, in 2011.  She  was one year old at the time.

She had lived in horrific conditions at the mill, and she was far from normal when 

she arrived in foster care and here in her new home two and one half years ago.

When we first met Jazz at her foster momma’s house (Magen, a KRO director), we 

knew that she was our dog, but she was extremely shy and very scared. She is still 

very wary and cautious of almost everything and everyone except us, but she im-

proves more and more every day.  

Jazz is a funny, beautiful, loving, very good-natured girl whom we just adore. She 

lives with her sister Lacey, a border collie rescue, and us, her Mom and Dad.  She is a 

very important member of our family and we wouldn’t trade her for anything.

 

Many thanks to Magen and KRO for giving us the opportunity to share in the life of 

this amazing girl Jazz.

-Dick and Diane Deegan, Ontario, Canada

Jazz Deeganjanuary

Puppy Mill survivor
Rescued by: Keeshond rescue 

ontario 
age when rescued: 1 year 

Traits: funny, beautiful, loving, 
very good-natured  

Loved by: dick & diane deegan
Packmate: Lacey
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We rescued Sasha (formerly “Momo”) in November 
2010, when we pulled her from a kill shelter in Pensacola, Florida 

that does not work with rescue groups. Dee Wingfield sent us a note about Sasha. 

I was not familiar with the name “Momo,” so searched for the meaning and discov-

ered it means dummy. As the name indicated, she had been neglected and abused. 

Nevertheless, when we met her at the shelter, she was thrilled to receive positive 

attention and affection. 

 

Sasha had many urgent medical needs to address. She was exhausted, under-

weight, unwilling to eat, losing fur, chronically infested with fleas and worms and 

had black skin disease or lichenitis over fifty percent of her body, as well as a severe 

UTI. She is allergic, it turned out, to fleas and many other things, too. Today her skin 

is pink and much healthier, however, the lichenitis damaged her hair follicles and 

she has alopecia leaving fur on only thirty-five to forty percent of her body. She has 

also been diagnosed with and treated for many other medical conditions, including 

low thyroid, Cushings disease, and diabetes. 

Despite all of this, Sasha has blossomed into the sweetest little girl. She is very low 

key generally, except at breakfast and dinner times when she does a little happy 

dance before she gets her food. She is so delighted to this day when she receives 

unexpected one-on-one attention from us and reacts as though it’s a wonderful sur-

prise. She has, unexpectedly, become a bit of a diva and loves playing the princess 

in her Halloween costume. 

Sasha Rosa lives in Virginia with Tom and Beth Rosa, as well as her siblings Max, a 
Norwegian Elkhound, age fourteen, and Kota, a Keeshond, age ten. Special thanks 
to KSRF for helping with some of Sasha’s initial medical treatment costs! 
 
                                                                                                                                             - Tim & Beth Rosen 

february

Rescued & Loved by:
Tom & Beth Rosen

Gotcha Day:
November 2010

Favorite things:
Playing Princess!

Packmates: Max & Kota

Sasha Rose
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March

Teeka was a very scared, skittish girl when 
we rescued her from an Evansville shelter in May, 

2006, at the age of two.  Her previous owner claimed that Teeka did not get along 
with the other dog in the house.  When we arrived home, we let her outside to 
explore the fenced backyard, but could not convince her to come inside.  When we 
finally did, she did not want to go back out.  So, we spent months carrying her in 
and out, trying to convince her that the big, scary backyard was a safe place for her 
to be. 

She soon discovered that she could take refuge under our bed, but in order to get 
there, she had to “army crawl.”  This behavior earned her the nickname “Sneaky 
Snake”.  Stopping this behavior forced her to spend time with us, as well as her furry 
family.  It was a turning point, as she began to play with a toy from time to time, and 
with some of her canine siblings.  She also started going outside on her own, which 
meant she was finally housebroken.
  
Once we felt that Teeka was ready to go to a permanent home, we realized she was 
already there.  She is a sweet, unassuming girl who has come out of her shell.  She 
and her Dad finished a beginner obedience class and Teeka was named the “most 
improved student!”  She went from having to be carried into the training building to 
walking in willingly and greeting her instructors.  

Teeka loves to be petted and to have her belly rubbed.  Although she is afraid of 
thunderstorms and fireworks, she seems generally happy and is a pretty good 
watchdog to boot.  She can jump like a deer, effortlessly bounding over the 4-foot- 
high gate that separates our den from the hallway.  For the most part, she is a docile 
girl, but she will stand her ground with the other dogs when necessary.  Whatever 
the reason for her surrender, we are happy she is a part of our pack. 
 

-Rich and Lisa Mueller

Born: 
Sometime in 2004 

Gotcha Day: May 2006 
current residence: 

Evansville, IL  
Loved by: 

Rich & Lisa Mueller 

Teeka Muller
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April

Stryder was turned in to a shelter when 
he was less than a year old and 

eventually made it to Dina Zinnes’ home as a foster.  I was visiting Dina in October 

2005 when Stryder decided to adopt me and my two Keeshonden, Gloria and 

Crash, as his new family.  Stryder has aged a bit but still has the same happy-go-

lucky personality.  He loves walks, naps, snow, hanging out in the yard and meeting 

other dogs and people.  One of his favorite activities is attending Meet the Breeds 

events.  Stryder represents the breed well with his sweet personality and full body 

wag. In 2009, Stryder was suddenly the only dog in the family.  I began searching to 

find a companion for him.

 Storm had entered rescue in the Midwest when her 
owner passed away suddenly.  She was five years old and in need of 

a new forever home.  Judy Hintzman agreed to let me adopt Storm and arranged 

a transport for her.  Storm is now a Jersey Girl who wears her hair “big” and some-

times puts on a bit too much mascara.  She loves finding a cool and quiet spot in the 

house to sleep or hanging out in the back yard on her lawn chair.  Storm has also 

been a good surrogate “Mom” to Aiden and Cooper, who joined the family 

as puppies.

 

Stryder and Storm are mellow, well-behaved and loving Keeshonden.  I am very 

fortunate that both were able to join my family. 

 

-Brenda Waite

Stryder & Storm Waite

 
Rescued by: 

Stryder – Dina Zinnes, 
Storm – Judy hintzman/klu 

Born: Stryder – 2005,
Storm – 2004 

Gotcha Day: Stryder – 2005,
Storm – 2009   

Loved by: brenda waite
Packmates: aiden & cooper

Stryder!

Storm!
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may

having grown up with an English Mastiff, 
I don’t think of Buddy Guy as a big dog; however, at 

sixty pounds, he towers over the other Keeshonden at BARK events. Buddy Guy is 

definitely a gentle giant. He has been a patient, if begrudging, chew toy to the two 

foster Keesie puppies who have shared our home. He backs up when the four-

pound, toothless bunny tries to eat his kibble and he likes to relax with the blind 

kitty in the back yard. 

Buddy was surrendered to a kill-shelter with an excuse that his owner was too ill 

to care for him. However, I suspect it was Buddy Guy’s own illness—epilepsy—that 

caused him to be dumped. When Buddy first came to live with me in September, 

2011, he was taking phenobarbital and zonisamide and was having a seizure about 

once a month. However, in the days leading up to the new year, Buddy was having 

seizures several times a day. After a brief hospital stay, Buddy was stabilized and put 

on a new medication—Keppra. 

Luckily, with Keppra, Buddy has been seizure-free ever since. Additionally, he was 

able to come off the rest of his medications, which has allowed his true Keeshond 

spirit to come through. While he is still gentle and patient, he now “tiggers” around 

the living room when it comes time to eat or go for a walk. And he has even started 

to initiate play with his new little Keesie brother Rocky.

Buddy is always by my side when I need him, nudging my arm and trying to climb in 

my lap when I am stressed out. I will never be able to give back all of the love and joy 

he brings to me, especially his introducing me to the warm fuzzy world of 

the Keeshond.

 

-Carly Message, San Leandro, California 

 
Rescued by: Bay Area Rescue 

Keeshonden (bark) 
Born: 2007

Gotcha Day: 2011
Loved by: carly message

Packmate: rocky

Buddy Guy Message
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June

Patrick’s story starts in 2008, when he and 
his brother Petey were surrendered 

to rescue after the shelter told his backyard breeder they were full.  He and Petey had 
been kept in a basement, chained to the wall.  I took both into rescue. I was told they were 
the littermates of my two rescues, Briscoe and Logan (they  turned out to be half brothers).  

After neutering and proper vetting, Petey moved to another foster home.  However, Patrick 
had some behavior issues and stayed behind.  He was adopted to a home in Maryland, 
which was not a success.  This adopter dumped Patrick in a kill shelter and gave me less 
than  five hours to save his life, as she had signed papers to have him euthanized!   

My friend Steve, who has helped in transport and fostering for many years, offered to help.  
We dropped everything, drove to Maryland and rescued Patrick again from the shelter.  

Patrick was then transferred to someone in New York who, we were told, had great success 
in behavior modification.  After many months in this temporary foster situation, we found 
out through dumb luck the foster person had listed Patrick as “free to good home” on 
Craigslist!  This could have been a disaster considering Patrick’s behavior issues. 

Again, Steve and I dropped everything and drove to New York in a snow and ice storm to 
get Patrick back before he was gone forever.  With the help of the Sheriff’s Department, 
we were able to safely retrieve Patrick and bring him home.  So far, we’d logged over 1,200 
miles on the road to save Patrick.  

Steve offered to help with Patrick, as I had no available space.  Patrick was diagnosed with 
behavioral seizures and put on phenobarbital.  His transformation was a miracle!  Not only 
is he a most handsome boy, he is  now a  calm, happy, bouncy Kees!  

Steve eventually moved to Florida, taking Patrick another 1,200  miles!  Now Patrick is en-
joying palm trees, water views, and the life  he so richly deserves.  Patrick’s journey is now 
complete – three rescues and 2,400 miles later – he is worth every mile!

-Lynda Bedford, Pennsylvania

Patrick Hann

Rescued by: Lynda Bedford
and sharon knerr 

age: 9 years old 
Traits: Calm, happy, bouncy,

and quite handsome!  
Loved by: steve hann

Currently living: 
In Sunny Florida
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seminars on how to get started in 
rescue, what to expect, and how to 
avoid rescue pitfalls. These seminars 
sparked the formation of All Breed Res-
cue Network of the Denver Metro area. 

PPKF was the first rescue group to 
have a booth at the Keeshond Na-
tional Specialty in 1993. People 
loved what they had to offer! They 
paved the way for other rescue 
groups to have booths at a National. 

Over the years, 
Sharon has seen 
rescue change. 
In 1990, PPKF 

placed 40 Kees in forever homes. 
Now they place 10-15 dogs per year. 
Life has become saner, but they’re 
always looking for volunteers! 

Sharon has personally fostered at least 
40 Kees. When someone asks how 
she can stand to give them up, she 
replies, “How can I leave them to die?” 
She’s very proud of the work PPKF has 
done over the past twenty-nine years. 
They’ve made a difference in the lives 
of a lot of Keeshonden! Isn’t that what 
rescue is all about?

 
- Submitted by Debbie Eldredge

Sharon gave him an antibiotic bath 
every day for the first two weeks. He 
was placed in a nursing home. A year 
later, when the nursing home closed 
down, Sharon went with her contract 
in hand and said, “He’s coming with 
me!” She placed him with a single lady 
who doted on him for the rest of his life.  

What an introduction to rescue! To 
this day, Teddy is a poster boy for 
Peak to Peak Keeshond Rescue. 

Sharon joined 
Peak to Peak 
Keeshond Fanci-
ers in June, 1986, 
nine months after it was founded. PPKF 
was originally an all-purpose club. 
They’ve had the same people on the 
rescue committee since 1989. In 1996, 
after the show side of the club had 
been inactive for seven years, they ap-
plied to the IRS to convert the club to 
a 501(C)3 organization, so donations 
are tax deductible. Dealing with the 
IRS is an adventure, but after eleven-
months, their application was granted. 

PPKF is the second oldest organized 
dog rescue in the Denver area. In the 
early ‘90s, they held two educational 

Sharon Miller 
has been quietly rescuing Keeshonden for 27 years! 
 
She was introduced to fostering by a Kees named Teddy in 
1987. When they got home from the shelter, Sharon discovered that his back was 
one giant hot spot full of maggots. She took him straight to the vet. The vet didn’t 
think he’d make it, but Sharon and her son went back and visited him the next day, 
and that gave him the will to live. When she picked him up the next afternoon, the 
staff wanted to know what they had done to him – after they had left, he talked to 
everyone who walked by his kennel! All Teddy needed was someone who cared! 

“how can I leave 
them to die?”

Rescuer of t he Year!



Veterinary Professional
of t he Year!

BARK r e l i e s 
on the 

outstanding doctors, 
technicians, and staff at 
Santa Cruz Veterinary 
hospital to provide our dogs 
with top quality veterinary care, 
from routine preventive care to 
specialty medical care and sur-
gery for dogs with special needs. 
We’re grateful that they’re always 
there for us, twenty-four hours/
day, whenever one of our dogs 
needs medical attention. On top 
of their excellent and compas-
sionate care, they support our 
small rescue organization with a 
rescue discount on their services. 
Thanks to Santa Cruz Veterinary 
Hospital, we’re able to give our 
foster dogs the best possible care. 

From terrified puppy mill dogs 
with heartworms, to neglected 
senior dogs with an assortment 
of ills, to bright-eyed puppies, 
we depend on SCVH’s won-
derful general practice vets to 
evaluate each dog’s health and 
guide us in the care they need. 

here are just a few examples:

 
• Thanks to Dr. Mohr, our senior 
girl Angel is doing very well with 
her heart con-
dition and ar-
thritis, and her 
teeth are spar-
kling clean and 
no longer pain-
ful. She’s feeling 
better than she 
has in years, and 
looking forward 
to a long, happy future. 

• Dr. Douglas has helped tre-
mendously with our senior 
bonded pair, Lambert and Pas-
cal, who were confiscated by 
animal control from a severely 
neglectful situation. Both of 
these special boys have had 
complex medical problems due 
to neglect and cruelty, and Dr. 
Douglas has been instrumental 
in helping us restore their health.
When Daisy was sick on a week-
end, Dr. Nicky made sure she was 
stable and comfortable, began 

diagnostic testing, and referred 
us to a specialist for further test-
ing and care. It was a relief to 
know Daisy was in his kind and 

capable hands! 
 
• Currently, Dr. 
Clare, the in-
ternist, is car-
ing for Daisy. 
Using special-
ized lab work, 
u l t r a s o u n d , 
etc., she’s 

ruled out several problems, 
such as pancreatitis. Daisy is
doing well on a special diet, and 
we’re hoping for good news when 
Dr. Clare rechecks her in a few 
weeks. We value Dr. Clare’s ex-
pert and compassionate care.

• SCVH’s excellent specialists 
have the expertise and special-
ized equipment to care for our 
special needs dogs. Our dogs 
have benefited from their CT 
scans, ultrasounds, and ra-
diation therapy, as well as their 
state-of-the-art surgical facility.

• We turn to Dr. Stone, the 
oncologist, whenever we have 
a dog with cancer. When sweet 
Danielle arrived in rescue with an 
inoperable nasal tumor, Dr. Stone 
kept her comfortable and gave 
her nearly a year to enjoy being 
a house dog for the first time in 
her life. We’ll always be grateful 
to Dr. Stone that Danielle got to 
sleep on a comfy warm bed and 
experience being loved in her life.
  
• Darling Ipo suffered from more 
than 20 mammary tumors. She 
needed to be spayed and radical 
mastectomies on both sides. Dr. 
Macy, the surgeon, performed 
the difficult, extensive surgery 
with such skill that Ipo astonished 
everyone with her swift recovery. 
Miraculously, all of the tumors 

were benign, and Ipo was com-
pletely cured! Today, she’s a happy, 
healthy member of a loving family.

• SCVH has an army of highly 
skilled technicians. From routine 
visits to dentistry and surgical 
procedures to oncology and in-
tensive care, we’re thankful for 
their superb, loving nursing care! 

• Last, but not least, SCVH’s 
wonderful office staff always goes 
the extra mile to make us welcome. 

Thank  you to Santa  Cruz  
Veterinary Hospital for all of  
your support over the years, 
and making it possible for us 
to give so many Keeshond 
dogs happy, healthy lives!

Santa Cruz Veterinary hospital
Nominated by BARK

Thank  you 
to 

Santa Cruz 
Veterinary 

hospital!



One of the many Ny 101 Kees, Noelle was
rescued on Dec. 21, 2013, and whisked 

away to shelter. Noelle is around three years old with beautiful markings 
and a silky coat… no one would have known that on her first day of freedom. 

She now resides with her foster family, Marlene Miller and resident Keeshonden, 
Donnie (also a puppy mill rescue), Lucy and Archie in Ontario, Canada, while she 
waits for her forever family.

Noelle arrived skittish and afraid of human contact but within two weeks, she 
turned into a charming, playful little girl. And little she is… just 23 pounds. She is 
just an armful to love.

Noelle loves soft toys and clothes. She steals them and hoards them in her bed. 
Noelle is well behaved in the house, a pleasure to walk with (learning from Lucy and 
Archie) and is very friendly with all the other dogs she meets on her walks.  She will 
reach forward to sniff the humans but is reluctant to let adults touch her.  
But toddlers… that’s a different story.

Noelle loves to play outside. In the hot summer weather, she relaxes in her pool as 
often as she can.

She continues to learn house manners while she waits for a loving family to call 
her own.

-Marlene Miller, Ontario, Canada 

July

puppy mill survivor
how old: 3 years old 

Favorite things: Soft Toys, 
clothes, playing outside, 

relaxing in her pool 
Loved by: marlene Miller

Noelle Miller
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Rosie Miller- Villacampa 
August

When Rosie was about five years old, her
special person passed away and his widow was 

unable to care for Rosie, so she surrendered her to SCKR.  Rosie was welcomed to a loving 
foster home where she was groomed, checked by a veterinarian, brought up to date on all 
her shots and evaluated for placement with an adoptive home.  A retired couple adopted 
Rosie in mid-2011, about the same time we adopted Teddy from SCKR.

Two years later, Rosie’s adoptive parents returned her to SCKR, stating she had bladder 
stones and they could not manage the expense of her required surgery and special diet.  
Rosie went back to the same foster home and SCKR paid for her surgery. Rosie needs a 
special diet and testing every six months for the rest of her life.
  
Despite advertising Rosie as available for a special needs adoption, a suitable adop-
tive home was not found.   As volunteers for SCKR, we met Rosie at the Annual Picnic in 
November, 2013, and just couldn’t get her out of our minds.  We had the feeling that she 
was going to be a permanent foster, as most people wanted younger dogs without special 
needs.  In March, 2014, we called SCKR and asked to adopt Rosie. We don’t really know 
why; we just felt a special connection with her.  

We picked Rosie up in April, 2014.  She loves her foster Mom, but we think she knew she 
was going to her forever home as she immediately jumped in the back seat of our car.  She 
made herself right at home, even giving Teddy and Harley a little growl when they rushed 
her.  She is house-trained, giving us a little whimper to go out.  

Rosie was accustomed to eating breakfast at 4 am.  Her first morning here, she put her 
front paws on the bed and whimpered at 4 am, not a time we like to be up!  After 3 months, 
she woke us up at 5 a.m.  We’re shooting for 6 am.  She learned in three days that 7 pm is 
treat time.  She likes to shred silk flowers, so all of them have been elevated.
 
Rosie is one of the most adaptable dogs we have ever seen. She is so very easy to love.  We 
are so happy we decided to make this delightful little lady a permanent part of our family.  

 
-Karen Miller & Frank Villacampa 

Rescued by: Southern
California Keeshond 

Rescue, Inc. (SCKR) 
Born: January 16, 2006

Gotcha Day: April 5, 2014 
Current Residence: Sun Lakes, AZ 

Loved by: Frank Villacampa
& Karen Miller

Packmates: Teddy & harley
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Petey CapelloSeptember

Petey is an eight-year-old Kees who came 
to me in my time of need, and we rescued 

each other. In 2008, on the same day, I unexpectedly lost both my job and my 
eleven-year-old Kees, who died that night in bed in my arms. I was devastated. I 
found a Kees rescuer who happened to live nearby. We talked, and she invited me 
to come meet her Kees. I thought it would be good therapy since I missed my Rocky 
so much. She said she had a two-year-old male foster, but he had been so 
traumatized by the years he spent on a short chain in the basement of a backyard 
breeder he was probably not adoptable. That was okay because I did not intend to 
replace my Rocky. 

I met her wonderful crew, including Petey. In ten minutes, the dog, who was so 
scared of strangers he didn’t like to be touched a lot, was letting me hug him. The 
rest is history. I’m so honored that from the first day, he picked me to be his 
forever Mom. 

He is now a happy, well-adjusted boy who spends every possible moment by my 
side or in his backyard letting the squirrels and rabbits know who is in charge. He 
still adores his rescuer, Sharon Knerr, when she visits, and remembers what she did 
for both of us.

-Jan Cappello

Rescued by: Lynda bedford
& sharon Knerr 

Born: 2006
Gotcha Day: July 2008

Favorite things:  his Talking 
stuffed toys! 

Loved by: Jan Cappello
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1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 1 2 3

 Labor Day 

Labour Day 
(canada)  Patriot Day

Rosh hashanah 
begins at Sunset rosh hashanah

 yom Kippur
begins at sunset

 
Responsible Dog 
Ownership Day!

yom kippur

 First Day of Autumn

sukkot 
begins at sunset sukkot



Shack and his brother, Moose, were born 
in a puppy mill in September, 2012.

They were either born with or developed a kneecap deformity, patellar luxation, 
which left them only able to drag their rear legs. They were apparently subject to 
incremental abuse due to this condition.
 
Shack (and Moose) were rescued in February, 2013, by Hearts United, a rescue 
foundation. Hearts United raised donations that enabled successful surgery on 
both of them, allowing them full mobility.
 
I found Shack through the Keeshond Club website and a post by Nikki Crane 
Littleton in June, 2014. Something about his story and his look touched my heart 
and called me to action.

I received Shack in September, 2013. While his body had healed, his soul was still in 
torment; he was braced for something horrible to happen at any moment. He also 
knew nothing about the world – including how to go up and down stairs, get in a 
car or play.

Two keys to his recovery are my two Kees, Utley and Olivia. They welcomed Shack 
into the family from the first second. In particular, Shack never leaves Utley’s side 
and has learned to be a dog by watching Utley.

Shack’s recovery has been one of life’s special experiences. He is so incredibly brave 
and resilient. His anxiety decreases every day and he is well on his way to normal.
He has the biggest heart. It’s like he’s trying to squeeze extra love in every moment 
to make up for those he lost. The first thing I do when I wake, and the last thing I do 
before I sleep, is pet this special soul curled up against me. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                   -Tom Feil

Shackleton (Shack)  Feil
October

Nickname: Shack
Rescued by:  hearts united
Born: September 25, 2012

Gotcha Day: February 2013
Adoption Date: September 2013 

Current Residence: 
Great Falls, VA  

Loved by: Tom Feil
Packmates: Keeshonden Olivia 

& utley



Adopt a Dog Month!
 

OCTOBER 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

 Simchat Torah
begins at sunset

Feast of St. Francis 
of Assisi simchat torah

 Columbus Day

Thanksgiving Day
(canada)

 halloween



My husband and I had been
noticing our seven-year- 

old Keeshond, Pepper, starting to slow down, so we decided he needed a playmate 

to help keep him active.  We knew we wanted to get a rescue, so I filled out an 
application and was pre-approved by KRCS.  We had been looking on Petfinder and 
the Keeshond-L message boards.  

In April, 2007, I learned of a young male Keeshond in Canton, Ohio, at the Stark 
County animal shelter.  I immediately called and was told he had just been picked 
up. Little did we know that we’d get a second chance!!  He had been picked up by 
local rescue angel Ann McHugh, and taken home and bathed.  She posted later 
about him on the Keeshond-L board.  Three days later, he was ours!   

The only history we have about Tanuki is that he was found as a stray and had some 
rope tied around his neck when they found him.  He was extremely dirty and mat-
ted and scabbed but never made a peep when bathed by his foster Mom or had the 
mats behind his ears clipped out by the vet.  He was so quiet and patient all through 
the procedure that must have been excruciatingly painful.  He just let me hold his 
head and talk softly to him.

Tanuki settled into our life immediately.  He and Pepper became great friends and 
played every day.  I found out that he was a great running buddy for me because he 
loves to just RUN!  Tanuki and I have covered hundreds of snowy miles together. He 
is my protector and companion in the dim winter evenings on the trails.  Tanuki is a 
true lovebug and loves everyone he meets, in true Keesie fashion.

Tanuki has since become a big brother to Mr. Jiggs, from Ontario, Canada, and 
shows the silly youngster patience and affection.

-Martha Trembley 

Tanuki  TrembleyNovember

Rescued by: Ann Mchugh 
Gotcha Day: 2007

Favorite thing: Running!
Loved by: Martha Trembley

Packmates:
Pepper & Mr. Jiggs



Adopt a Senior Dog Month!

 

NOVEMBER 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 1 2 3

 All Saints Day  

 Daylight Savings 
Time Ends  Election Day

 Veteran’s Day

Remembrance Day
(canada)

 Thanksgiving Day

 First Sunday of Advent



Shadow McClellan
December

Shadow came into rescue as an
owner surrender (one of my few 

dogs that has an actual birthdate!). She was a 9 ½ -year-old slightly chunky Kees 
lacking an outer coat and not housebroken. She may have started as a foster, but 
Shadow became my next adoptee!  It wasn’t long before her dark silky coat began 
to grow–it seems that simply brushing, nutritious dog food, and daily walks helped 
to transform my Miss Shabby-Doo into a beautiful Miss Shadow.

It has been over two years since Shadow joined my crew.  Now in her twelfth year, 
she is very much young at heart. She saunters about the dog park placing her fuzzy 
butt in front of anyone she meets, patiently waiting for a pat and exclamations of 
how soft she is. She is the first one to wake every morning (staring at me a good ten 
minutes before the alarm clock goes off), the first down the stairs, and the first in 
the kitchen, patiently awaiting breakfast. Oh, and when not in a hurry to beat the 
other dogs to the kitchen, she has a wonderful habit of stopping halfway on the 
stair landing so I can easily give her a hug and a kiss on the nose. 
 
Shadow and I have gone to training class and yes! You can teach old dogs new 
tricks! She may be the oldest in her class, but she is one of the smartest and she is 
on her way to earning her advanced degree! 

For the last two years this peaceful gal has attended The Blessings of the Animals, 
patiently lying underneath the pew amongst other dogs, cats, parakeets and last 
year’s chickens, awaiting her trip down the aisle. She has joined me in many dog- 
friendly restaurant gatherings and has learned that car rides can bring fun 
adventures.  She is truly my shadow. 

I love older dogs and Shadow is the best combo – a senior dog with manners – a 
Keeshond that needed a home – and most of all, a sweet loving dog that gives back 
much more than I could ask for. Seniors rock! 

- Leslie McClellan

Rescued by: Southern
California Keeshond 

Rescue, Inc. (SCKR)  
Born: July 8, 2002  

adopted: 2012
Traits: FROGGy LEGS and chief 
patroller of the house – her 

mission: to search and destroy 
any crumbs that may try 

to escape!!  
Loved by: Leslie McClellan



 

DECEMBER 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

Chanukah 
begins at sunset

Chanukah
 

 Pearl harbor 
Remembrance Day

chanukah

 First Day of Winter  Christmas Eve  Christmas Day  Boxing Day (Canada)

 New year’s Eve happy New year!



Last FarewellOne
We say good-bye to our keeshonden lost in 2014

“No matter how deep my sleep I shall hear you, 
and not all the power of death can keep my spirit from wagging a grateful tail.” 

– Eugene O’Neill

Annie Garcia Autumn Tumiel barney stoddard baxter ramsey bear hann ben warren bob brueggeman

cj and josie mueller caesar sabourin callie williams caralyn myers-warren chelsea moxie Chloe from bark cohen from SCKR

Dakota Warren franklin berenstein hannah Berenstein hogan Shakin KC Leslie Kodi brandes katie howell



Farewell  friends.

Katie Smith Katie Genzer Kiley Grahn Kirby ramsey Koda cook Kodi Fynn from SCKR kodi from sckr

kyle fink Kyra hann Leesa from sckr lexi kondor Lily cunningham Luc humphrey maxi stoddard

Maya armstrong molli adamic nicholas rosengreen red “gentle ben” scott riley powell rocky burstiner romeo miller

romeo 
shoopman-stocke sadie baker samantha warren shadow bear kumar

Sissy 
shoopman-stocke sophie hylton-geary taylor payne

vibra stoddard wiski from sckr wolfgang 
convery- rickenbrode

zorro davis



calendar design by kat moyer media + design | katmoyer.com

Our Purpose
Keeshond Sunshine 
Rescue  Foundat ion 
(KSRF), a 501(C)3 corpora-
tion, is dedicated to provid-
ing financial assistance for the 
medical expenses of rescued 
Keeshonden in foster care. KSRF exists to be different from 
other sources of rescue funding, and to expedite funding for 
rescues where other organizations (such as local kennel/breed 
clubs, and KCA) cannot.

www.ksrf.org
tax-deductible donations can be sent to:

KSRF c/o karen ramsey 
4420 Mozart Avenue, Dayton, Oh 45424-5968

The 2015 Calendar Committee

united states 
and Common holidays are in Grey

 
Canadian holidays are in Blue 

 
Jewish holidays are in Green

• Cindy Tumiel

• Debbie Eldredge

• June hollingsworth

• Anne Kasper

• Karen Miller

• Elizabeth Gilmer

• Karen Ramsey

• Sandy Stoddard

• Kathy Weber

• Sharon Knerr

New moon Full moonfirst quarter 
moon

Last quarter
moon

calendar key

Thank you!


