


Twix 
came into Bay Area Rescue Keeshonden when he was 11 months 
old. His intelligence and activity level were too much for his first 
family. This cute funny scamp was a perfect match for me. I had 

been waiting for a rescue Keesie to play agility with me. Twix took to the sport of dog 
agility as if it had been made for him. Finally, an outlet for his energy and intellect! 

Twix is 14 now and still loves to play agility, though less frequently and at a lowered 
jump height. His career in the sport has lasted more than a decade, and has earned him 
the title “CT-ATCH3 Twix.” This indicates that he has earned three Canine Performance 
Events champion titles. His unofficial title, among fellow agility enthusiasts, is “Mr. 
Attitude.” Twix barks with excitement through every run. He also makes certain 
that everyone in the arena knows when I do something to mess him up in the ring.  
 
When we are done with our run, Twix struts out like he is a star! Appropriate because, 
Twix is always my star no matter how we did out there.
 
When not having fun with agility, Twix loves exploring at the beach and wading in creeks. 
One of his favorite things to do at the beach is digging up “sea monsters.” Ok, so what 
he digs up is really buried seaweed, but don’t tell him that! Once he has dug up a “sea 
monster”, Twix circles around it a few times barking ferociously, then stands proudly 
next to his defeated enemy. 
 
Twix’s most endearing qualities are his sassy attitude, with his bright eyes always 
watching everything that’s going on, and the way he comforts me when I’m sad. Twix 
shares his life with one human (me!), a one-legged rescue cockatiel named Kyeema, and 
2 other Keesies, Zig Zag who is 12 and Wizard who is 2. The photo is from his 14th 
birthday beach outing. 
 
Note: Twix journeyed to the Rainbow Bridge as we were going to press. This sweet boy will always be loved.

Loved by: Robin Garber
Residence: Eureka, CA

Nickname: Twix-alix-aloo
Age: 14 years

Loves: agility, exploring at the 
beach, wading in creeks, digging up 

“sea monsters”
Packmates: cockatiel Kyeema, 

Keesies Zig Zag and Wizard



Are you looking for an awesome 
way to have fun and bond with 
your Keeshond? 
 
Check out agility, the fastest-growing dog 
sport in the USA! Agility is perfect for 
Keeshonden, as it’s a game for smart dogs 
who love having fun with their people!
 
In agility, dog and handler teams run 
obstacle courses with jumps, tunnels, and 
other obstacles. The dog runs off-leash, and 
the human uses body language and verbal 
cues to tell the dog where to go.  Agility is 
excellent exercise (physical and mental) for 
dogs and their people.
 
Agility training is reward-based, with 
treats and toys – ideal for the fun-loving 
Keeshond! Every course is different, so a 
Keeshond need never get bored. Agility 
is a great way to develop a wonderful 
relationship with your dog – a relationship 
based on teamwork, communication, and 
having fun together!

Here are some of the agility obstacles:
 
Jumps: The most basic jump is just two uprights with a horizontal bar. Jumps can also have 
wings of various shapes and sizes, which can be decorated with fancy colors and cutouts. 
Double, triple, and broad jumps require the dog to jump farther. The tire jump consists of a 
round hoop suspended in a frame; the dog must jump through the center of the “tire.”
  
Tunnels are flexible tubes, which can be bent into a variety of curves. Most dogs love 
tunnels, and judges often use them to tempt dogs to go off course!
 
Contact obstacles are climbing obstacles. All have “contact zones” at each end, which are 
usually painted yellow; the dog must put at least one foot in the contact zone. The A-frame 
consists of 2 wide ramps, joined in the middle to form an A-shaped structure. The dogwalk 
is made of 3 planks; the plank in the middle is horizontal, about 4’ off the ground, and the 
two end planks form ramps that lead up and down. The teeter is a plank that’s balanced on a 
fulcrum; it tips like a child’s seesaw.  
 
Weave poles consists of 5 to 12 upright poles that the dog must weave through. This is one 
of the hardest obstacles to teach, because it makes no sense to the dog! Once they get the 
hang of it, though, many dogs love their weaves!
  
You and your dog can enjoy agility just for fun, or you can compete in a variety of venues. 
Agility is a marvelous way to have a wonderful time with your dog and make friends with 
other dog lovers!

• United States Dog Agility Association (USDAA): usdaa.com
• American Kennel Club (AKC): akc.org/events/agility
• Canine Performance Events (CPE): k9cpe.com

More fun things to try…
 

Tricks !
With their joyful sense of humor, and 
delight in entertaining people, Kees are 
natural trick dogs!
• domorewithyourdog.com/trickdog
 

Rally !
In rally, a dog and handler go at their own 
pace through a course of designated 
stations. At each station, a sign tells them 
what skill to do.
• akc.org/events/rally/getting-started
 

F r e esty l e  d a n c i n g !
Get creative with choreographed tricks 
set to music! You get to choose the music 
and design your own routine to show off 
your teamwork with your furry partner!
• canine-freestyle.org
 

Dock d i v i ng !
It’s a blast as dogs run down the dock and 
jump into a pool, with handlers throw-
ing a toy to get the dogs to jump as far as 
possible. You and your dog can give this 
thrilling sport a try at almost any event.
• northamericadivingdogs.com
 

F l y b a l l !
Flyball is a relay race with teams of dogs 
sprinting over jumps, retrieving balls, and 
speeding back over the jumps. If your 
Keesie loves balls, this exciting sport 
may be for you!
• flyball.org
 

Go i n ’  p l ac es !
Kees love exploring, hiking, going to the 
beach, playing in the snow…
• bringfido.comFor more

information



Sammie and Lil Bit 
belonged to a loving Dallas area 
couple, both of whom were ill 
with cancer. After the woman 

died, her husband, who was in failing health himself, hired two dog walkers to help him care for 
his beloved pets. As his health continued to deteriorate he entrusted the girls’ futures to the 
dog sitters. He begged them to find Lil Bit, 7, and Sammie, 8, a new owner who would adopt 
them both because the Kees had always lived together. 
 
You have to believe some angel was watching over all this. The sitters knew little about 
Keeshonden or rescue and went to their veterinarian’s office for advice on what to do. It just 
so happened that TriState Keeshond Rescue volunteer Diana Poulson was in that vet’s office 
at the same time. The connection was made. Sammie and Lil Bit came into our rescue program 
in May 2015.
 
Lee Holden, Tim Wallace, and Diana Wallace became their foster parents and the first task 
was to get the dogs in better health. Both were obese and Lil Bit was diagnosed with bladder 
stones and Cushings disease. After surgery – one of Lil Bit’s bladder stones was two inches 
long — medication and a regime of reduced-calorie food and regular exercise, the girls were 
ready for adoption in the fall of 2015.  
 
Finding an adopter for one middle-aged dog is a challenge. It is doubly hard to find a home that 
wants two, including one with a chronic condition like Cushings disease to manage. But Lee, 
Tim, and Diana pledged that they would fulfill the final wish of the dogs’ deceased owners and 
make sure the girls got to spend the rest of their lives together.
 
This is where the angel stepped in again. Lil Bit and Sammie got a Christmas miracle in December 
when Floridians Mame Wood and Frank Frey said they would love to give the girls a forever 
home. With a big assist from Jan Volkmer in Louisiana, Lil Bit and Sammie made the trip from 
Texas to Florida in January, 2016, and happily settled into a new life with doting parents and 3 
siblings – a yellow lab mix and 2 of the feline persuasion. Lil Bit, described by her new mom as a 
‘pepper pot,’ got right down to trying to persuade the wary kitties to play, Sammie jumped into 
the bed right away to sleep with her new dad. After all the drama of their story, Sammie and 
Lil Bit have a Facebook following, and Mame and Frank keep us updated with regular postings 
and pictures. “They are happy and healthy and well-loved. Thank you for bringing these two 
wonderful companions into our lives,” their new owners say.

January

Loved by:
Mame Wood and Frank Frey
Residence: Gainesville, FL

Rescued by: Tri State Keeshond Rescue
Nickname: Sam-Sam and Little Bittle

Age: Lil Bit - 7; Sammie-8
Rescued on: May 15, 2015

Adoption Date: January 23, 2016
Packmates: Ho-Tai (Lab mix),

Rascal and Loki (cats)
Likes: FOOD! Scratches and tummy rubs



January 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 1 2

new year’s Day Epiphany

Martin Luther King Day

Change a Pet’s Life Day Chinese new year

Walk Your Dog Month



Loved by: Deborah Walt
Residence: San Jose, CA

Rescued by:
BARK (Bay Area Rescue Keeshond)

Age: 8 years
Packmates: Pascal and Jammer

Traits: Confident, happy,
fun-seeking, and faithful

February

Puffer came into Bay Area Rescue Keeshonden (BARK) after his beloved dad 
died unexpectedly. Puffer and his dad had been deeply bonded, and he 
was inconsolable. For weeks he cried and barked night and day and he 

had separation anxiety, wailing whenever his foster mom left the room even for a short time. 
It was also apparent that Puffer had been “loved” a little too well: he was grossly overweight 
when he came into rescue. Puffer is clearly mad for treats — and such a cute little “beggar” to 
boot — that his dad evidently couldn’t resist his pleading eyes. But the excess poundage was 
putting so much strain on his joints that movement caused him to yelp in pain. He needed pain 
medication and an exercise and weight-loss regimen.
 
After many months in rescue — with a lot of TLC from his foster mom and support from 
BARK., plus the encouragement of his merry new dog housemates, Pascal and Jammer — 
Puffer’s sweet, sunny personality now is shining through. He has blossomed into a confident, 
happy, fun-seeking dog, and he is a faithful companion to his foster mom, always at her side. 
He also gets along well with everyone — human, canine, and feline. He has even made friends 
with a neighbor’s cat who visits him regularly and tags along on walks. One of his favorite 
companions is his giant plush “baby” — pictured here – with which he spends many hours hug-
ging and playing.
 
After months on a spa diet, Puffer has taken off more than 15 pounds and is feeling a new 
spring in his step. He still has more pounds to lose before his inner svelte self emerges — new 
acquaintances still dub him a butterball, alas. But he is well on his way. 

Puffer will be in foster care for a while longer: he still needs more confidence-building, and 
needs to lose a few more pounds. But Puffer is ready to give his heart again, and to bestow his 
boundless love and devotion on a very lucky new person.



FEbruary 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 1 2

Groundhog Day

Lincoln’s birthday

Valentine’s Day 
 

Pet Theft awareness Day
national Flag Day 

(Canada)

Washington’s birthday  
Presidents’ Day 

Love your Pet Day Dog biscuit Day

Mardi Gras



Loved by:
Anne Shoopman & Carl Stocke

Residence: Ripon, CA
Nickname: Bubba

Gotcha Date: November 2011
Favorite things: hanging with 
Dad, meeting people and dogs

Traits: he’s reached the “ancient 
soul” stage, has a very calming 

presence, he’s a big love

march

Oscar was surrendered to BARK several years ago when his mom lost her 

job and felt she was unable to care for him properly. Since that time, he 

has had a loving home with Carl and Anne. He currently has 2 younger 

fur-sisters, Maisie, a Kees and Tinker Bell, a Spitzy/Pom mix who both love their big brother 

bunches. He is always a good place to run to when they hear a scary noise.

 

Oscar has always been a bit on the quiet side. Even his barks come out as a whispered “oof.” 

Mom recently taught him, “Use your big voice.” Now when it’s dinner time, Oscar first asks 

quietly, then uses his REALLY big voice to say “DINNER PLEASE, NOW!!”

 

Oscar is very much a daddy’s boy. If he doesn’t know where dad is, he searches the house for 

him. Dad has been riding his recumbent bicycle for exercise. Oscar recently started tagging 

along in his very own bike trailer. There is even a small California license plate with Oscar’s 

name on it. Talk about a happy boy! He goes for miles every morning behind his dad -- what 

more could an old fella ask for? Along the way, he insists on stopping to talk to everybody -- 

kids, adults, policemen, dogs, he wants to meet them all. He might not be able to keep up with 

his younger sisters, but with his trailer, he can sure keep up with dad!



MarCh 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

ash Wednesday

Purim begins at Sunset

Daylight Savings Time 
begins 

 
Purim Ends

Commonwealth Day 
(Canada) St. Patrick’s Day

Vernal Equinox
First Day of Spring



April

Bear’s 
journey into rescue was not an easy one. It took a lifetime living in 
deplorable conditions and another four long months in a shelter as 
evidence in a cruelty case against his owners. The shelter took very good 

care of him, but it was not the home and family every dog deserves, and especially difficult for 
a senior dog.  
 
Bear was terribly matted and had a severely injured tail that required amputation. Bear was 
diagnosed with hypothyroidism and a heart murmur. As if this weren’t enough, Bear suffered 
from debilitating arthritis. Poor Bear was so crippled he could not bend his elbows and could 
only walk a few steps. Medication and several laser therapy treatments provided him with 
much needed relief and mobility. Even with all he had been through, Bear was a gentle, loving 
creature. He had to wonder, though, would anyone want him? Could anyone love him without 
that trademark Keesie tail? Would anyone look past his health problems and accept him into 
their family?
 
The answer was YES! A bit more than a month with his foster family and less than 12 hours 
on Petfinder, someone wanted to love Bear! Could it be true? YES! Long-time Kees lover and 
former rescuer Angie Kelly had been looking for a “baby brother” for her 15-year-old Kees, 
Kino! At the tender age of 12, Bear qualified to be that baby brother! Bear found a home and 
family to love him!
 
Bear settled into his new home and family like it was meant to be. Big brother Kino immediately 
accepted him and the grandchildren can’t get enough of him! Bear quickly caught on that a 
visit to Pop Pop’s house came with peanut butter crackers and a huge yard to explore. Bear’s 
favorite thing is just being with his new mom and getting a belly rub, which gets that stubby 
little tail wagging! Bear’s life is proof the simple things in life mean the most. Angie says there is 
one word to describe Bear – SWEET!
 
While it was hard to say goodbye to Bear and send him off to his new life, we couldn’t be happier 
for him and his new family that is full of love for him. The road was long and hard, but there was 
a happy ending waiting for Bear!

Loved by: Angie Kelly
Residence:

New Cumberland, PA
Rescued by: Lynda Bedford

Nicknames: BearBear, Bearsy, Big Fuzzy
Packmates: Kino (Kees), Echo (parrot),

Cocoa & Daisy (house rabbits)
Traits: very, very sweet, loving, mild,

and easy-going
Likes: popcorn, soft pretzels, peanut 

butter toast, being with mom, belly rubs, 
sniffing around the yard



aPriL 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 1 2 3 4

april Fool’s Day

Passover 
begins at Sunset Good Friday

Easter Taxes Due Passover Ends

administrative 
Professionals Day arbor Day

adopt a Shelter Pet Day

Prevention of Cruelty to animals month



Loved by: Debbie Eldredge 
Nicknames: Toby- roo, Tobe- ster, 

Tobers, Toby- kanobee
Age: ATB 14 years 11 months

Gotcha Date: 1995
Traits: Courageous, mischievous, 

joyful, rascally, miracle dog!
Likes: chasing squirrels, blueberry 

yogurt, being the center 
of attention

may

Toby 
grew up on a ranch in Oregon, back in the very early days of Kees-L and the 
Keeshond Rescue Railroad. When he was 3, his owners moved into town 
and couldn’t take Toby with them. They contacted Mary Williams, founder 

of the Keeshond Rescue Railroad. Mary couldn’t find a rescue person in Oregon to take him, 
but she posted his story on Kees-L, and someone who was going up to Oregon for a weekend 
volunteered to bring him back to California.
 
When he arrived in California, Toby was very subdued. As he settled in, though, we discovered 
that he was the most amazing Keeshond! He was joyful, mischievous, rascally, and he always 
had something to say! He’d join in the conversation with long sentences, “Ruff-r-r-r-roo-rrrr-
ruff- ruff-rrr!”” There was no such thing as a dull (or quiet) moment with Toby in the house!

After he’d been with us about 8 months, Toby began sneezing and couldn’t catch his breath. I 
rushed him to the vet, who anesthetized him to look for a foxtail in his nose. Unfortunately, the 
vet found cancer instead. We were crushed! Toby was only 4 years old.
 
With treatment, his oncologist, Dr. Stone, hoped to give Toby 2 years. We decided to go for 
it — Toby had really just begun to enjoy life, and we wanted him to have every happy moment 
possible. Toby took surgery and radiation in stride, and never lost his joyful sense of humor. 
At each visit, he pranced into the hospital with his tail wagging and conned Dr. Stone out of as 
many treats as possible. Miraculously, the cancer never returned.
 
Years later, Toby developed primary hyperparathyroidism (PHPT). He took that treatment in 
stride, too, and was one of the dogs in Dr. Goldstein’s study that identified the PHPT gene. It 
was a wonderful legacy for a very special rescue dog!
 
Little did we dream that the 2 years we hoped for would stretch into 10 of the happiest years 
of our lives. Ten years to play in the snow, do agility, and sleep in bed with his favorite little girl, 
always with Toby’s boundless joy and enthusiasm. His favorite things were chasing squirrels, 
eating blueberry yogurt, and being the center of attention.
 
This photo was taken when Toby was in the middle of his cancer treatment and illustrates his 
awesome, inspirational spirit. The unusual markings on his face were his badge of courage from 
radiation. Our miracle dog Toby taught us such important lessons: courage, optimism, and love 
can beat odds that seem insurmountable. Take each problem as it comes, deal with it, keep on 
going, and don’t look back. Take care of puppies. Be strong and be happy. Above all, love!



May 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 1

May Day Cinco de Mayo

Mother’s Day armed Forces Day

Victoria Day & national 
Patriots’ Day (Canada) ascension Day

Memorial Day
Shavuot 

begins at Sunset



Loved by: Carolyn and Mike 
Kapsimalis

Residence: Poway, CA
Rescued by:

Southern California 
Keeshond Rescue

Age:
Daisy - 5 years; Cady - 7 years

Gotcha Date: 
Daisy - 2012; Cady -2013

June

I met Daisy 
for the first time under a table at the 2012 SCKR 
picnic. I left that day without Daisy, but not before she 
left her mark, her paw print on my heart.

 About a month later, Daisy arrived at our home as a foster dog. A blood test that was done when 
she was spayed indicated liver disease, and over the next month tests showed that her disease 
had worsened. A specialist determined that Daisy had a disease that accumulated copper in 
her liver. She was a young dog showing no symptoms, and her prognosis was favorable. Daisy 
began medication, and was tested every few months. It was a slow process, but after a year, her 
liver values were normal. The doctor was amazed! I attribute it to the love she gives, the love 
that is given back to her, and her determination to live.
 
Daisy beat the odds, and we became her forever family. Daisy loves to be with her family, eat, 
take walks, and go to the spa, but because of her previous life, she was serious and timid. Cady 
pushes her to play, smacking her over the head with a toy, or forcing her to engage in some 
serious fun. With Cady’s help, Daisy has come a long way!
 
I went to the 2013 SCKR picnic looking for a friend for Daisy! Daisy was still recovering from 
her liver ailment and the timing was wrong, but SCKR said that Cady might be a match for 
Daisy. 
 

Cady 
had come from a loving home, but due to extreme life changes, her owner 
became homeless and wasn’t able to keep her. When I met her at the picnic, 
she was alert, smart, and active, and showed a lot of self-confidence. We 

adopted her a few months later.
 
The first days in her new home, Cady was very serious and “street smart.” Eventually, the fun-
loving, smart, goofy Keeshond that was always within her surfaced.
 
Cady is putting her days on the street behind her. Like Daisy, she loves to be with her family, 
eat, take walks, and go to the spa. She also loves to play with toys, romp and run, and watch 
Animal Channel. Each morning, with tail wagging half her body, she plants a soft kiss on the 
cheek of each human to let each know another day has arrived.
 
Cady and Daisy are sisters now. Sometimes they don’t get along, but they have a strong bond. 
They are in it together, come suds or high water!

photo: Daisy (right), Cady (left)



JunE 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 31 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 1

Shavuot Ends

Pentecost

Flag Day

Father’s Day First Day of Summer

national Dog Party Day 
 

Summer Solstice
Take your Dog 
to Work Day



home visit inspector.  Her confidence and 
inquisitiveness made her perfect for the 
job.  The only problem was that adopters 
all wanted her!  Judy lost Tori to pulmonary 
hypertension in April, 2016, and it has been a 
struggle.  Tori was a force of her own and left 
an indelible impression on Judy’s life.

As a foster parent, Judy has had 100s of Kees 
in her home.  Some were healthy, happy, well-
behaved and easily placed in new homes.  
Others spent many months recovering from 
their physical and emotional injuries.  When 
Judy looks back on all of them, Jewel is the 
one that always comes to mind first.  She was 
a Missouri puppy mill girl that was totally shut 
down and in horrible physical condition.  Her 
bottom lip had been torn and whenever she 
took a drink of water, some of it would dribble 
out when she lifted her head. 

Jewel and Judy worked hard on her recovery.  
At nearly 10 years of age, none of it was easy. 
Judy wasn’t sure what her prospects would 
be, but Jewel would have a home with Judy 

if no other options 
were available.  
Then one day, the 
perfect person 
came along and 
Jewel had a new 

home.  Judy stayed in contact with Jewel’s 
new person over the next several years.  
Jewel had Keesie brothers and a very patient 
owner; she was a very lucky and loved girl for 
her remaining years.

Judy’s work with KLU has been so rewarding 
and fulfilling.  There have been highs and 
lows, but she’s met so many wonderful people 
and great Keeshonden.  It’s not easy work, as 
anyone deeply involved in rescue will tell you.  
Judy can’t imagine her life without all of these 
wonderful dogs and their stories being a part 
of it. 

Keeshond Lovers United, Inc. is a registered Kansas 
Corporation and a 501(c)(3) organization serving 
the Midwest.  They have foster homes in Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Illinois, and Michigan.  KLU has been incorporated 
since 2001, but many of the members were doing 
Keeshond rescue long before that.  They take all 
Keeshonden regardless of age or health condition.

She originally found Keeshonden quite by 
accident.  Someone told her that her dog 
Meg, a mixed breed adopted from the local 
shelter, probably had some Keeshond in her 
background.  Judy researched the breed and 
really liked what she found.  From there it 
was a short leap to researching breeders and 
rescues.  She found Keeshond Lovers United, 
Inc. (KLU), and adopted Cody, a big, silvery, 
exuberant boy that loved people and life.  He 
became Judy’s sweetheart.  Cody was agility 
trained and even competed a few times, but 
he was more interested in the ring crew than 
running the course.  You should have seen the 
look on the bar-setters face when he ran up 
and jumped into her lap!  The rest of Cody’s life 
was dedicated to events that were more social 
in nature. He was a wonderful ambassador for 
the breed!

A few months later, Judy heard an 8-month-
old puppy had been turned over to KLU.  
She offered to foster, failed, and now had 
her second Kees, Ben.  Ben and Cody were 
great friends, but unlike Cody, Ben LOVED 
agility.  Ben’s 
most endearing 
quality was his 
“tail that wags 
the dog” ability.  
His excitement at 
seeing “his” people was heartwarming and 
comical at the same time.

After knowing these two wonderful Kees, 
Judy was in deep.  She continued to foster 
for KLU, joined the Board in 2002, and has 
served ever since.  She currently serves as 
the President and Treasurer.  KLU has always 
been fortunate to have many dedicated foster 
homes and supporters only a phone call away 
whenever the need arose.  Judy has met so 
many wonderful people locally and across the 
country through the rescue activities of KLU. 

Judy’s next adoption of a Keeshond required a 
complex transport.  Tori came to Kansas from 
Keeshond Rescue of Rhode Island.  It took 10 
days with a 3-day layover in Columbus, OH, 
and 12 transporters.  So many wonderful 
people came together to make this happen 
and Judy is forever grateful.  Tori also loved 
agility until her retirement a few years ago.  
She then became Judy’s companion and KLU 

Judy 
grew up on a farm in southern Wisconsin and always had a menagerie of pets to 
accompany her throughout the day as she explored the countryside.  Her “pets” 
included everything from the usual dogs and cats, to rabbits, ducks, and Holstein 

calves.  This was the beginning of her lifelong love and appreciation for all things furry. 

“She originally found 
Keeshonden quite by accident. . .”

Judy Hintzman
President and treasurer of Keeshond Lovers United, Inc.



of the Year!

Newtown 
Veterinary Specialists is a 24/7 
Emergency, Critical, and Specialty 
Care Animal Hospital in Newtown, 
CT. My first contact with NVS was 
December, 2013, just weeks after my 
Keeshond, Timber, was diagnosed 
with anal sac adenocarcinoma. 
Heartbroken and afraid of what 
would become of him, I scheduled 
an appointment with the oncology 
staff at NVS to review Timber’s 
options. Cancer is a frightening and 
overwhelming diagnosis, but NVS 
gave me options and hope I never 
imagined could exist.
 
Timber’s veterinary oncologist 
was Dr. Jennifer McDaniel, whose 
lifelong love of animals ignited her 
ambition to become a veterinarian 
at a very young age. Her interest in 
oncology developed after her own 
dog, Wembly, was diagnosed with 
anal sac adenocarcinoma. Wembly 
was treated with chemotherapy 
by an outstanding oncologist. Dr. 
McDaniel revealed, “ I really found 
comfort in knowing there were other 
people who understood how much 
my dog meant to me and wanted to 
help me keep her happy, comfortable 

and with me for as long as possible.”
 
This sentiment was reflected 
many times when she thoughtfully 
explained and 
r e c o m m e n d e d 
options of care for 
Timber. During 
nearly 20 months 
of treatment, she 
compassionately 
monitored Timber’s 
care, and helped 
maintain his active 
and joyful life. She 
understood the emotions I struggled 
with and the questions I had, and was 
always positive and informative in 
her emails following each of Timber’s 
appointments at NVS. Timber loved 
going to NVS, and was always happy 
to jump on the scale, see the staff, and 
delight in some treats. The fact that 
he was always happy on the car ride 
to see Dr. McDaniel confirmed that 
he was getting the best of care and 
was loved by all who played a role in 
his treatment.
 
In August, 2015, after seeing Timber 
take a sudden turn for the worse, 

I knew it was time to say goodbye. Dr. 
McDaniel and Veterinary Assistant 
Andrew Smith, one of Timber’s best 
buddies at NVS, provided comfort 

when Timber 
was helped to the 
Rainbow Bridge. 
The outpouring 
of kindness 
from NVS was 
profound.
 
Dr. McDaniel 
r e c e n t l y 
acknowledged, 

“Although my job is often difficult 
and can be emotionally draining, I 
love being able to help pets and their 
families decide on the best treatment 
plan, even if that is palliative care and 
we are not pursuing chemotherapy, 
and then help them with the difficult 
decisions that come at the end of life. 
That is really what lead me to the field 
of oncology and drives my passion 
every day.” This statement really 
captures the values and beliefs I took 
away from my experience with Dr. 
McDaniel. When faced with decisions 
of such great magnitude in the care 
and treatment of our cherished pets, 

she was positive, supportive and 
nonjudgmental of each decision I 
made regarding Timber’s treatment. 
Under her compassionate care and 
guidance, Timber lived 20 months 
longer than I expected when he was 
initially diagnosed with cancer. We 
had precious time to take long walks, 
long rides in the car, and even check 
off a few items on Timber’s bucket 
list! I will forever be grateful to Dr. 
Jennifer McDaniel for taking the fear 
out of cancer and for caring so much 
for all of her patients.
 
Dr. Jennifer McDaniel graduated 
from the University of Michigan 
in 2004 with a degree in natural 
resources and the environment. She 
earned her degree as a Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine from Michigan 

State University in 2009, completed 
a one-year small animal medical and 
surgical internship at Friendship 
Hospital for Animals in Washington, 
DC, followed by a one-year medical 
oncology internship at The Oncology 
Service. She completed a 3-year 
medical oncology residency from 
the American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine in the specialty 
of oncology. Dr. McDaniel has 
completed her board examinations, 
and is currently working on publishing 
research on the benefits of using a 
liver supplement for dogs receiving 
Lomustine, a chemotherapy drug. 
She presently shares her home with 
Walter the basset hound and rescue 
Jack Russell mix, Harper. Foster 
bunny, Ping, joins resident cats, Lilo, 
Oliver, and Bilbo!

Dr. Jennifer McDaniel 
and the Staff at Newtown Veterinary Specialists:
Emergency, Critical and Specialty Care, Newtown, CT

Nominated by Margaret Zielinski

Thank You 
to the

Newtown 
Veter ina ry
Spec ial ists!

Veterinary Professional

The photo shows (left to right): Andrew Smith RVA, Timber ATB 9/5/2015, Dr. Jennifer McDaniel DVM



July

Maisie came to rescue along with a young male when the couple who had 
brought them home from Germany to the US learned they were soon 
to have a new baby. They felt unable to care for a new child as well as 2 

young dogs, so the dogs came into rescue.
 
When pup-sitting Maisie while her foster mom was on vacation, we fell in love with her 
beautiful coat and bouncy, joyful nature. At the time we only had male dogs — 3 Keesies, Maki, 
Loki, Oscar, and a tiny Pom named Pete. The boys all loved little Maisie, too. She was two years 
old at that time. We lost 3 of the boys last year. Loki had become Maisie’s best friend — he 
taught her how to play ball, hide and seek in his fort in the bushes, and lots of other fun things, 
and she became a little lost when he was gone.
 
A few months later, we rescued a young female Spitzy/Pom mix we named Tinker Bell. These 
2 young girls have become the best of friends and playmates, wrestling and chasing squeaky 
balls together.
 
Maisie has a dog bed “nest” in every room, even the bathroom. She has several in the bedroom, 
because she likes to sleep on different nests, depending on her mood.
 
Maisie likes to watch mom and dad (Anne and Carl) when they are swimming. But her favorite 
summer fun is stealing a flower from mom’s hibiscus bush! 

She is now enjoying her life with her brother, Oscar, and little sis, Tinker Bell.

Loved by:
Anne Shoopman and Carl Stocke
Current Residence: Ripon, CA

Nickname: Short-Round
Gotcha Date: Oct. 26, 2013

Packmates: Oscar, Tinker Bell
Loves: her sister Tinker Bell, food 
(any food!), stealing flowers from 

mom’s hibiscus bush
Traits: very sweet, loves everyone, 

very smart
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Loved by: Kathy and Larry 
Rosengreen

Residence: Fullerton, CA
Rescued by: Southern California 

Keeshond Rescue
Age: 9 when he went to the bridge

Gotcha Date: March 30, 2008
At the Bridge: November 10, 2014
Packmates: Oliver, Sunshine, Lina, 
Cherie, Beau (all at the Bridge now)
Favorite things to do: Playing 
with his toys, training (especially 

agility) and going for walks

August

Nicholas 
became our second foster dog on March 30, 2008, and, once 
again, we were destined to become “foster failures” for the 
second time. Nick was small for a male Keeshond, weighing in 

at 34 pounds. But the most unusual thing about him was his color. Nick was a tawny colored 
Keeshond with a black muzzle and ears. Because he was not the usual black and grey, he did 
not get a lot of adoption interest, even though he was just 2 years old and one of the younger 
rescues. We decided to add him to our family in September, 2008.
 
Nick’s color always drew people to him. He was more than happy to be petted or sit beside me 
while people asked me questions about the breed. He was very loving and was always ready to 
give kisses to all who wanted them.
 
Due to his energetic personality Nick and I did a lot of training. He loved training as well as 
playing soccer, taking long walks, showing off his tricks, and spreading his many toys all over the 
house. But he really shone in agility class. He never got to compete, but he was happiest when 
out on the course. Nicholas trained at PetSmart, Falco K-9 Academy & at DOG Obedience 
Academy. He earned his CGC and CGCA certificates as well.
 
Nicholas had a busy life full of public appearances. He joined our other Kees — Beau, Cherie and 
Lina — and nine other area Keeshonden to walk in the Julesfest Parade in Solvang, California, 
for 3 years. He demonstrated obedience at the Pet Expo for Falco for2 years and walked in 
the Morris Foundation Canine Cancer Walk for two years. He also attended several local 
horse shows where we watched his trainer show her Clydesdale and mini horses. Although he 
never competed in agility or rally, Nick did what Keeshond do best…..HE HAD FUN! Like the 
rest of my pack he was given a listed name with AKC Canine Partners….Thin Man’s Nicholas 
Charles.  Nicholas was charming, stubborn, and very loving. But, most of all, he was my Velcro 
boy who will live in my heart and memory until we are together again at the Rainbow Bridge. 
I love you my little man.
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Loved by: Carly Message & Ed Lehto
Residence: Castro Valley, CA

Rescued by:
Bay Area Rescue Keeshonden (BARK)

Nickname: Monty
Age When Rescued: 18 months 
Gotcha Date: january 15, 2016

Adoption Date: In foster . . . getting 
closer to a forever home!

Packmates: Buddy Guy, Rocky
& Poppy the Puppy

Likes: Being the center of attention !
Dislikes: Other dogs
getting attention !

September

Sweet Monty 
is made for loving!  An owner surrender in 
Montana, Monty found himself in a wonderful 
Humane Society that worked with Bay Area 

Rescue Keeshonden (BARK) to arrange his multi-leg freedom ride to California.  Monty made 
many friends--human and animal alike--on his trip.

Monty is a foster dog, currently living with two Keesie brothers and a puppy sister.  Although he 
was originally afraid of the pup, they have become fast friends.  Monty is her favorite playmate, 
and he is gentle and patient as she straddles him, bites his ears and jumps on him from on top 
of the sofa.

But Monty is incredibly bright and knows that he is a foster dog. With especially sweet, 
expressive eyes, Monty has so much love to give and receive!  He wants desperately to have a 
forever human with whom he can bond.  Monty is shown here, dressed as “The Pirate of Love” 
for his “Monty Mondays” guest spot on brother Rocky’s active Facebook presence “Rocky the 
Three Legged Keeshond”.  First he plunders your heart, then you scratch his fuzzy booty!!

Monty is also active and spry — he loves to do pants-on-fire around the yard, and then fly onto 
the deck without using the stairs.  When he is done with playtime, he gives his humans gentle 
nudges with his snout.  Then he gently climbs onto the sofa for a snuggle and a snooze.
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october

Rumi was a very special hospice dog who came into our lives in May 2015. 
Although he was only with us for 7 months, he was a full and treasured 
member of our family.

A kind woman contacted Bay Area Rescue Keeshonden (BARK) about a Keeshond who had 
been passed from home to home for 6 months.  The woman had every intention of re-homing 
Rumi herself, but contacted rescue because Rumi was ill.  Initially we thought Rumi had a bad 
bladder infection, but it turned out to be cancer.  We opted for radiation and chemotherapy, 
and while it did help to alleviate his discomfort, it did not buy him the time we would have liked.

We never officially adopted Rumi, however when we learned that his cancer was terminal, we 
had a “Welcome Home, Rumi” party and presented him with a cake, crown, and ID for his collar.  
That was on November 15, 2015.  We were a family, no matter what.

Rumi’s time with us was filled with joy.  He made himself at home as soon as he arrived, staking 
out his own spot on the bed and becoming wrestling partners with his foster brother, Rocky.  
Here Rumi is shown at the annual BARKtoberfest (2015) Ice Cream Social and Costume  
Contest.  Buddy was Peter Pan, Rocky was Captain Hook, Ed was Mr. Smee and I was Tinkerbell 
— so we had to have a Rumi-dile!  And we won!!

Once, Rumi very, very gently brought a juvenile possum into our home.  I think he startled the 
possum when he went outside to potty, and it was “playing possum”.  I was amazed that a dog 
who delighted in shredding Tuff toys was so gentle with that little possum.

While he sometimes appeared to be aloof — earning him the nickname Little Lord Fauntleroy 
— he was just deeply content and enjoyed an especially deep bond with his foster dad.  And 
after letting him out in the middle of the night, he would run into the house and curl up in my 
spot in the bed.  I would have to rotate his body so that I could squeeze in, and we would go 
back to sleep spooning.  And once he slid off the bed while sleeping, and didn’t wake up!

We enjoyed every moment we had with Rumi.  Thinking about him still brings tears to our eyes, 
but it also brings huge smiles to our faces.

Loved by:
Carly Message & Ed Lehto

Residence: Castro Valley, CA
Rescued by:

Bay Area Rescue Keeshonden (BARK)
Nicknames: 

Little Lord Fauntleroy, Lord Wide Bottom
Age When Rescued: 5 yrs old.

Gotcha Date: May 12, 2015
At The Bridge: January 12, 2016
Packmates: Buddy Guy & Rocky
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Loved by: Karla Zimbelman
Residence: Lincoln, NE

Rescued by: Karla Zimbelman
Nickname: BoBo

Birth Date: November 21, 2009
Age When Rescued: 3 yrs.

Gotcha Date: November 2, 2013
Packmate: Tessa

Likes: Lamb Chop stuffed toy, Playing 
“King of the Mountain” when 
standing on anyone’s lap.
Dislikes: Taking any kind

of medicine !

November

In 
November 2013, Karla Zimbelman (a member of the Keeshond Lovers United - KLU 
rescue group) found a listing on Craigslist for a male Keeshond approximately 3 years 
old needing a home.  She made the initial contact with the owner to get this Kees 

into the standard adoption process.  But, after meeting then Bandit, now Brody — their lives 
would never be the same.

The original owner was a military man who had purchased the dog for his girlfriend to keep 
her company while he was deployed to Afghanistan.  When he returned, the girlfriend broke 
up with him and left the dog behind, with no paperwork.  Unfortunately for the man and dog, 
the soldier was to be deployed again in a few short months, so he had to find the dog another 
home.  That’s when he turned to Craigslist. Karla picked Brody up from the owner and took him 
home.  He and Karla’s other Kees, Tessa, hit it off immediately!  No need for a formal adoption 
process — Brody was home!  Life was good!

However, on February 15, 2014, their contented life was abruptly and forever changed.  The 
day started typically with the two dogs accessing the backyard through a doggie door to play 
and explore.  Karla was in the house, on the phone with a friend, when there was a sudden and 
urgent banging at the back door. It was the her neighbor who lived behind them, frantically 
wringing her arms, tears streaming down her face, and yelling something unintelligible.  Turns 
out her friend’s dogs (2 pitbulls) had jumped Karla’s fence and had Brody!

Karla ran outside to see a lifeless form in the corner of the backyard, covered in dried grass 
and blood everywhere. She thought he was dead!  She scooped him up, and got him to the 
ER vet, where they worked on him for hours.  He was in shock, had lost a lot of blood and was 
covered in dog bites. It took many weeks of daily treatments at the vets, and loving care at 
home, but Brody pulled through  He carries the scars of the attack physically, but surprisingly 
(and thankfully) he hasn’t had any long-lasting psychological effects.  Brody is a survivor!

Brody loves going outside and making sure his space is free and clear of any critters. And 
indoors, when company comes over, he is always there to greet anyone with a happy greeting 
and as soon as they sit down, he’s on their laps giving them kisses.  Then, he has to climb on them 
to the highest point he can get, even on top of their shoulders, to play King of the Mountain.  
Every morning, as soon as Karla starts to stir, Brody is right there to give morning kisses all 
over her face, and every night he is snuggled on the pillow next to her. Brody is Karla’s happy, 
loving little love-bug as seen in his picture, and she is so terribly grateful that he survived.  He 
jumps into her lap every day and gives her hugs and loving, and she hugs him back as fiercely as 
she can without squeezing the stuffing out of him.  Life is a series of lessons, and Karla vows to 
always be vigilant no matter where Brody may be, as she is the protector and it is her duty to 
make sure that he has the best life ever!
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Loved by: 
Amy, Greg and Kate Sabourin (and 

Greg’s father, Leonard, 
who adored him)

Residence: Santa Rosa, CA
Rescued by: Bay Area Rescue 

Keeshonden (BARK)
Nickname: Caesar “B”

Birth Date: December 31, 2001 
Adopted: June 2003

At The Bridge: October 2014 
Likes: Food/treats and humans

Dislikes: Groups of dogs

December

Caesar loved life!  His original owners thankfully released Caesar to Bay Area 
Rescue Keeshonden (BARK), rather than see him taken by Animal 
Control due to complaints about his barking.  At just 1-1/2 years old, 

Caesar did not spend much time in his foster home before joining the Sabourin family and 
being surrounded by love.

Caesar immediately became playmate and watchdog to daughter Kate, who was 8 years old 
at the time.  We fondly referred to him as her hairy little brother. He tolerated many dress-up 
sessions, taking them in stride.

Like most Kees, Caesar was very food motivated.  He went to work with Mom (Amy) every day, 
and knew what time each co-worker ate lunch.  He would quietly visit each person on schedule, 
hoping for a tidbit — until Mom had to put a stop to that because it was upsetting his stomach.  
Everyone loved Caesar . . . even delivery people would stop by the office just to see him!

Caesar was always very aware of family members and their connections to special items.  
Whether it was Grandpa’s hats or Mom’s stuffed polar bears or Kate’s Barbie dolls, he knew 
which items to go get and take to each person to get them to play with him.  His sweet, silly 
personality was so endearing.

He loved to do anything with his family. He was a true barge dog. Caesar enjoyed trips on the 
family’s classic wooden boat, and loved the beach – but not being in the ocean.  He went on 
hikes in the mountains, romps in the meadow, and would perform spins on command, jumps 
and shake hands for treats.

Caesar had a few canine friends but he really preferred his humans.  He really connected 
with people on a personal level, like he knew them, really looked right at you.  Everyone loved 
Caesar; family, friends, co-workers, customers, even strangers.  People would stop by just to 
see him, and would comment how happy he made them feel.  That is why we are so grateful for 
the fun and joy Caesar brought to our family.

Sadly, Caesar crossed to the Rainbow Bridge in 2014 at nearly 13 years of age.  We are so 
blessed that BARK chose us to be his family.
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alice goggin angel chantal blatt bella Gartland briscoe bedford brittany Dresch Caesar Poulson Cherie rosengreen

Ellie - sckr Guido Carr Jewel aylworth Keez 
alexander Cassada

Khy Poulson Kona Klein Lakota Weiche

Logan Foley Macy Poulson Micah Welge Murphy - Sckr nikko Poulson Pache - SCKr Patrick hann

Phoebe Shakin Quincy rodenspiel riley Cotton roxy naber rumi Message Shanni Woodrow Smokie Cunningham

“When the time comes,
and the road curves ahead to a place we cannot see, we give one final gift and let them run 

on ahead - young and whole once more.



storm ray Waite Stryder ryder Waite Teddy bear bower

Trace - SCKrTootsie Knerr Tristan Jensen

Twix Garber
Walter - SCKr yoda - SCKr

Zig Zag Garber Zoe Cotton Cooper Knerr

The KSRF 
dedicates our 
2017 calendar in 
memory of Dan 
and Tim DeFrank. 
Keeshonden in Texas lost two devoted rescue champions in 2016. Dan DeFrank, the backbone 
of Keeshond rescue efforts for two decades and one of the founders of Tri-State Keeshond 
Rescue (TKR) died in April after a long illness. Two months later, Dan’s partner of 10 years, Tim 
DeFrank, passed away suddenly.

No one ever kept track of the number of needy dogs that Dan and Tim helped. Dan would tell 
the story of how his life changed on the day he adopted a frightened, needy Keeshond from 
a Dallas area shelter, and soon found himself drawn into the battle to save other Kees that 
needed a second chance. He networked with Anneliese Pritzkau in the DFW area and with 
rescuers in the Greater Houston Keeshond Club and Keeshond Lovers United in Kansas. They 
struggled to handle a large influx of unwanted Kees that turned up in shelters during the mid 
to late 1990s. Anneliese died suddenly in 1999, leaving Dan pretty much alone in North Texas 
trying to save as many dogs as he could.

The growing force of the Internet helped rescue grow.  The Kees-L mailing list connected 
Keeshond-loving people around the world, and from that grew a website called Keeshond 
Rescue & Railroad, which opened connections with rescuers across the U.S. and Canada. 
Within a few years, Dan and others in Texas and Oklahoma organized under the name Tri-State 
Keeshond Rescue, and rescue efforts got serious, with Dan leading efforts in the huge and busy 
DFW area. Dan was a founding member when TKR gained non-profit status in 2008.

Dan had a gentle way of drawing others into the fold. You couldn’t just adopt a dog from him. 
He persuaded so many people that they just had to do something — transport, call shelters, 
raise money, check applications, do home visits, and the ultimate — become a foster home. Dan 
always had a houseful of Keeshonden and Keeshond-wannabes himself, and in 2004 he gained 
a soul mate and rescue partner when Tim came into his life. Together, Dan and Tim were always 
there for any dog that needed a champion. Rescue slowed for a few years around 2010, but Dan 
and Tim were part of the core of our organization that always stayed in touch.

Those of us who worked with Dan and Tim have so many memories that we can share. It is 
the story of friendships grown by the power of Kees. We miss them dearly but they live on in 
our hearts, and their legacy carries on through the lives of the dogs who bless so many homes 
around Texas and neighboring states.

‘Godspeed, good friend,’ we say, 
until our journey comes full 

circle and our paths cross again.”
-Crystal Ward Kent, The Journey



• Karen ramsey

• Debbie Eldredge

• Cindy Tumiel

• Karen Miller

• Sandy Stoddard

• June hollingsworth

• anne Kasper

• Sharon Knerr

• Linda Dominguez

• Margaret Zielinski

• Kathy heiman 

• Michele Streetman 

• Kathy Doubleu 

• brenda Waite 

• kat moyer 
• D’arcy
  Demianoff-Thomson

Thank you to all who submitted entries for the 2017 calendar ! 
It was a tough decision process with so many beautiful 

keeshonden from which to choose.


